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Introduction 

One of the things I have most enjoyed about living in the country is that, 
far away from the ever present glow of city lights, I have been able to 

renew my acquaintance with the night sky and particularly to track the 
stars. There is something wonderful, magical almost, about a starry sky 

and many stars seem like old friends as we identify them in the sky 

above. 
 

From time to time there are special astronomical events that take our 
interest. The arrival of Halley ’s Comet, the opposition of Mars or Venus, 

the Perseid comet shower are all events that draw our attention and make 
us take notice. 

 
In the ancient world the occurrence of a star or constellation was often 

associated with the birth of a notable person and this happened at Jesus’ 
birth. Matthew tells us that three scholars, probably from Babylon saw 

something notable in the sky and travelled to Judea to find out its 
significance. They said, ‘Where is the one who has been born King of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him’ 
 

These men studied the stars and planets, interpreting the meaning behind 

cosmic events. Anything very unusual was considered an omen, so the 
star must have been both rare and visually spectacular. And, it would 

have had a very clear message for the Magi. It may have been a comet 
or, more likely, the conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter. 

 
Like so many of the events associated with the birth of Jesus there is 

reference to them in scripture. In the book of Numbers there is reference 
to this, 

A star will come out of Jacob; 
    a scepter will rise out of Israel. 
19 A ruler will come out of Jacob 
And interestingly it speaks as the star being both, a sign and the 

predicted ruler itself.  
And the prophet Isaiah says: ‘Nations will come to your light and Kings to 

the brightness of your dawn.’ 

 
We are told that the star that the Magi had seen when it rose went ahead 

of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. They saw it 
as an invitation leading them to the birth of a King. 

 
So much about the birth of the King Jesus is counterintuitive. The 

scholars looked for him in a Palace but found him in a stable. The birth 
was first announced on a dark hillside to shepherds, not the important 

leaders of the time but a group that lived and worked on the margins of 
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society and who were viewed with suspicion by the religious leaders of the 

day. The child shows us God’s involvement in humanity but not in the way 
we expect. 

 
God came not to the bright lights but to dwell in darkness. He came to 

dwell in a place that was uncomfortable and even frightening – a place of 

rejection, where there was no room for him at the inn, a place of poverty 
and insecurity. God came into the darkness and brought his light. 

Sometimes that light may seem fragile and flickering but it is there 
nevertheless. God doesn’t just dwell in the beautiful shiny places – he 

dwells in the dark places ready to work with us, to guide us and to 
comfort us with his presence. 

 
Christmas will mean different things to each of us. To some it is 

something to look forward to and to enjoy, for others it is something to 
dread because of loss, bereavement, illness, poverty or difficult 

circumstances. At its heart what Christmas represents is God’s longing to 
be with us, to surprise us with his presence and understanding. 

 
The invitation to the shepherds was to go to Bethlehem, the invitation to 

the Magi was to follow the star to find the promised savior. The invitation 

is to us as well and is for us to follow the star and to be with Jesus. At its 
heart the invitation tells us that we are deeply known and truly loved and 

that whatever our circumstances God wants to share them with us and to 
transform them with his presence and compassion. 

 
The shepherds were invited. They may well have felt awkward or 

intimidated by the majesty of the invitation. They were invited but it was 
up to them to decide how they would respond. 

 
Mary and Joseph and all those caught up in the Christmas story were 

surprised by the astonishing way that God chose to come and live among 
us. Each Christmas we are reminded of God’s longing to surprise us with 

his gift of love, joy and new life. It is the greatest gift we can receive and 
share with others the invitation is for us as well. We too are invited to 

follow the star and to be with Jesus. 

 
After the service I would like to give you a little book that you can read 

each day of the Christmas period that helps us to think of all that 
Christmas really means.; Do take one if you would like to. And in January 

we will be holding an Alpha Course in Fowlmere at the Chequers Pub 
where there will be an opportunity to ask questions and, through 

discussion find out what your believe. If you are interested please speak 
to me. 


