
Readings Parting Words Foxton 
Acts 16: 9-15 
John 14:23-27 
 

1 
Day: Easter 6  Date:   26.5.19   

Introduction 

I don’t think that there is any more devastating experience for a child 
than to lose one of its parents. Whether the loss occurs at an early age, in 

the teens, twenties or thirties or even at my age it leaves an indelible 
mark. And I have found that even if the relationship with the parent 

wasn’t good the loss still leaves a mark. There is something about losing 

those who have given us life, nurtured us and supported us that leaves us 
feeling alone and lost. 

 
In the past year there have been some high profile cases of women who 

have died young and had to prepare to support their children after they 
have died. People like Rachel Bland, the radio presenter and the wife of 

the former England Director of Cricket Ruth Strauss. In both cases we 
have heard of the steps these women took to ensure the wellbeing and 

development of their children once they no longer had a mother to care 
for them. Rachel wrote a book for her three year old son so that he would 

be able to know something of her and Ruth arranged bereavement 
counselling for her two boys. 

 
I think I have told you before that these chapters from John which record 

Jesus’ discussion with his disciples the night before he died are some of 

my favourite verses of scripture. They are so tender, so concerned about 
the welfare of the disciples. They are the concerns of a parent who knows 

they are leaving their children and are trying to prepare them for the 
future. The disciples were Jesus’ children he had created and called them, 

taught them, enabled them to be born again into faith in him and watched 
them grow and mature as they followed him in his ministry. 

 
At the beginning of the account of that last evening of Jesus’ life we are 

told (John 13:1) “Having loved his own who were in the world he loved 
them to the end.” And that love was expressed by trying to prepare them 

for what was to come. They had come a long way in terms of faith and 
understanding in the past three years but they were still not prepared for 

the shattering events of the next three days. Their immaturity was shown 
by: 

 Their unwillingness to serve each other, 

 Their desire for power and the highest place in the kingdom, which 
they argued about at that last supper. 

 And their jealousy of each other 
 

Jesus’ discourse at that meal contained all the things he wanted them to 
learn before he left them. 

13:14 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that 

you should do as I have done for you. 
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13:34  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 

you, so you must love one another. 

14:12 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I 

have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my 

name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me 

for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

14:18 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before 

long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live. 

15:5 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

16:1 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 

16:12 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the 
truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and 

he will tell you what is yet to come. 
 

These are all the last minute instructions he is sharing with them to 
prepare them for the time to come. But what does this part of his talk to 

them that I read earlier tell us about what Jesus’ concerns were? 

 
Well I have mentioned many of the things that were on Jesus’ mind but 

these verses deal with three particular concerns: 
1 That they would be obedient to his commands. 

2 That they would not be troubled or afraid of the things that are 
about to happen to him and to them 

3 That in telling them now what was about to happen, when it did 
happen they would believe everything he had taught them and 

so be equipped to deal with the future. 
 

 
Obedience 

Obedience was a particular concern of Jesus. He taught his disciples from 

his early ministry that they needed not simply to hear what he was 

teaching them but to obey it and put it into action in their lives. Matthew 

records these words of Jesus: 1 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the 

will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out 
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demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell 

them plainly, ‘I never knew you, away from me, you evildoers!’ “  

He then follows it up with the story of the two builders; The wise one who 

built his house on the rock and the foolish one who built his house on the 

sand. 

 

Jesus’ teachings are not just wise statements or wonderful philosophy 

they are the foundation for our salvation. His words teach us how to know 

God, how to please God and how he wants to work in our lives and 

through us. Jesus’ teachings will not benefit us at all if we don’t obey 

them and put them into practice in our lives.  

 

And, Jesus tells his followers,  in verse 23; My Father will love them, and 

we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does 

not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my 

own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  

It is only when we obey God that he dwells within us and works in our 

lives. 

It is all too easy to sit lightly to Jesus’ teachings but he calls his followers 

to obey them and to live them. That is what would enable his followers to 

live new and transformed lives when he had left them. 

 I wonder how seriously we take Jesus’ teachings. Do we seek his will in 

our daily lives and try to obey what we think he is telling us to do? Do we 

listen to his voice or do we just check in every so often and just follow our 

own instincts and desires when we decide how to live our lives? 

Secondly: Peace 

At the moment, in Thriplow School we are learning about the fruit of the 

Holy Spirit and this week we were thinking about peace. We were thinking 

about what peace means and the sort of definitions you find in a 

dictionary are : a state of quiet, freedom from disturbance, cessation of 

war.  Jesus tells his disciples that his peace is not the sort of peace that 

the world gives and of course it isn’t the same at all. 

 

Pax Romanum, the Roman peace was won and maintained by a brutal 

sword and not a few Jews thought that the Messianic peace would have to 
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be secured by a mightier sword. Instead it was secured by an innocent 

man, who suffered and died at the hands of the Romans, of the Jews and 

of all of us. And by his death Jesus gained for his own followers peace 

with God and thus, “The peace of God which passes all understanding”.  

 

Peace is how we translate the Hebrew greeting Shalom, but it has much 

more to it than its conventional meaning. To give peace is a royal and a 

divine prerogative. Jesus bequeaths them this peace as his parting gift, as 

God’s Messiah, The Prince of peace. He gives it to them by sacrificing 

himself. 

 

The disciples have been reassured that he will return and their alarm is a 

sign of a lack of love, because love involves trust. Jesus tells them that 

they should be rejoicing because he is going to the Father who is greater 

than him so he will not suffer any loss of power. In fact it is the opposite 

because what appears to be a disaster is all part of the divine plan. 

 

The peace that Jesus bequeaths to his followers is to be as characteristic 

of the dawning Kingdom as the Holy Spirit will be. And Jesus, in leaving 

them both to his followers, has left them everything needed to remove 

their fear of the future. 

 

The peace that Jesus gives us isn’t dependant on our outward 

circumstances. It comes from confidence in his continuing protection and 

love for us. For Christians peace is an inward reality not an outward 

circumstance. The disciples needed to know this in order to sustain them 

through the ordeal that lay ahead and we need to know it in order to live 

as Jesus has called us to in an increasingly hostile world. 

 

3.  The tools for belief 

Jesus wanted the disciples to know that he was fully aware of everything 

that was going to happen. He knew that Judas would betray him. He 

knew he was going to suffer and to die and he warned them that he was 

going away not as a passive victim but as an active participant in events. 

This foreknowledge that he shared with them was further grounds for 

confidence on the part of the disciples. It is so that they would believe 

when these things happen. It is so they realise that the coming events 
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are not a random disaster but all part of God’s plan which Jesus fully 

participated in. The loving parent had done everything he could to 

prepare and equip his children for his departure.  

 

And so on Thursday we remember Jesus’ glorious ascension into heaven 

and await the promised Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 


