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Introduction 

You probably know the tale of the emperor's new clothes. (tell story). 
What we believe about ourselves and about life affects how we act and 

how we live our lives. The emperor was so convinced, either by the tailor 
or by his own pride, that he did have a special set of clothes on and that 

meant that he was able to walk naked down the street without realizing 
it. Our beliefs are clearly shown in our actions and there is no clearer 

example of this than the way that our beliefs about life after death affect 
us and influence our lives. 

 
The man in the story was a Saducee - a member of a Jewish sect who 

although they believed in God did not believe that there was life after 
death. For them there was only this life. It was all they had. This belief 

was very clearly seen in the way that the man lived. 
 

1.  His life was devoted to pleasure 
He believed that this life was all that he had to look forward to and so he 

made the most of it. He wanted to enjoy it to the full. For him that meant 
having as much money as he could and using it to live in luxury. A big 

house, fine clothes, rich food and drink …….. and today no doubt that 
would include, fast cars, state of the art technology and fabulous holidays 

in space. 
 

If we believe there is nothing else for us but this life we will spend this life 
indulging ourselves - as this man did 

 
2. He was irresponsible and uncaring towards others 

He clearly didn't expect to face judgement for the way he had lived his 
life. It seems he felt that the way he lived his life was his affair and no 

one else's. He did not expect to have to account for his actions and so it 
didn't matter what he did. He paid no attention at all to the problems and 

sufferings of the people around him. A beggar sat at his gate hungry, 
poor and ill and although he would have to pass him every day and often 

many times a day he paid him no attention and was completely indifferent 
to his plight. He knew he was there because later, when he had died and 

found himself suffering in hell he saw and recognized the beggar. He even 
knew his name. So it wasn't ignorance that kept the rich man from 

helping the beggar it was complete indifference. The sort of indifference 
that comes from believing that one has no responsibilities; that feels no 

compassion or fellow feeling for others and doesn't see their plight as 
anything to do with them. 

 
This man thought that this life was all he had. He wanted to make the 

most of it and had no interest in others and in sharing his good fortune 
with them.  When he died he found out too late that he was wrong. In the 
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same way that the emperor found himself out in front of his subjects with 

no clothes on this man found himself facing the consequences of the way 
he had chosen to live his life. It was too late to change how he had lived 

and now, realizing his life was based on a wrong assumption, he faced an 
eternity of regret. 

 
It is fascinating that having ignored the beggar in his earthly life and been 

indifferent to his sufferings he now expected that it would be alright to 
ask that he should come and minister help to him in his own need. There 

is something breathtakingly arrogant and self centred about this attitude 
but Jesus very neatly sums up the blind selfishness that lives at the heart 

of human beings - and particularly human beings who live their lives 
without reference to God. 

 
Jesus told this story as part of a long discussion he had with the Pharisees 

and religious leaders about wealth. The Pharisees sneered at Jesus when 
he told them than they had to decide what their priorities were because 

no one can serve two masters, God and money. He tells them that God 
knows what is in their hearts and then proceeds to tell this story to 

reinforce his point. 
 

In the story we see that the man, finding that it was too late for him to 
escape judgement and that there was no hope of comfort in his sufferings 

began to think of those he had left behind. His brothers who like him did 
not believe in life after death and were living for this life alone. He wanted 

to warn them, to tell them that they were mistaken. Surely if someone 
could return from the dead that would convince them and they would 

have the opportunity to change before it was too late.  
 

However, Abraham tells him that they had had ample warning. The 
scripture makes it quite clear what to expect and if they had not believed 

and responded to God's word they wouldn't take any notice of somebody 
returning from the dead. They had, he said, had all the warning they 

needed. 
 

In some ways this is quite a chilling story. It shows very clearly the 
finality of death because although death may not be the end for those 

who believe in Jesus. By the time we die the pattern is set and it is what 
we believe and how we live our lives hat determines what happens to us 

in the life to come. Jesus wanted his listeners to be very clear about that. 
He wanted them to be in no doubt that what they believed and 

consequently how they lived their lives would affect them for eternity. 
 

So what does this mean for us?  
 



Readings       Making the most of our opportunities          Foxton/Fowlmere 
1Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19- end 
 

3 
Trinity 15 yr C  Date:    25.9.22 

Firstly, it means that we need to know what we do believe and to be as 

certain as we can be that our belief is the truth. It is very easy to drift 
along with a vague sort of faith; a belief that God is there and is 

interested in us but with the other details not worked out. There is, after 
all, so much else in life to occupy us that sitting down and working out 

what we do believe often takes second place. If you aren't certain what 
you believe think about the way you live and the things that are 

important to you and that will give you a pointer as to what your beliefs 
are. 

 
But busy though life is it is important to know where we stand because 

we only have this life to work it out. What do you believe about God? 
about yourself, about Jesus Christ and his death and resurrection? Do you 

believe in life after death? And if you do are you certain that you will 
inherit it? If you don't believe in life after death are you certain that you 

are right? All these are questions that, in fairness to ourselves, we need 
to ask so that we are living our beliefs to the full and not just drifting 

carried along by uncertainties. 
 

Secondly, it means we need to consider what we are doing to share our 
faith with our family and our friends. When the man in the story realised 

that he had made a mistake that could not be altered his response was to 
say, "Can I send someone back to warn my brothers?" He didn't want 

them to realise too late the opportunities they had missed. 
 

Abraham's response was to say that simply sending someone back from 
the dead wouldn't help them because the warning was found in scripture. 

God's word would tell them the truth about themselves and the life to 
come. That was all the warning they needed. But have our family and 

friends heard God's word? Are they familiar with the Gospel? Do they 
know that there are choices to be made and if so they know what those 

choices are? 
 

Often, in today's society, the only chance people have of hearing and 
understanding God's word is through Christians themselves; through you 

and me, through the way that we live and what we share with them about 
what we believe. Ours is a pagan culture, strange though that idea may 

be and the majority of people rarely come into church and have no idea of 
what is actually in the Bible. It is our responsibility to share the Gospel 

with them. I've said before that how we live and what we say and do with 
other people is vitally important because we may be the only Gospel that 

they ever read. We may be their only opportunity to learn about Jesus 
Christ and his love for them. 
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Do we know what we believe? Not only for our own sakes but so that we 

can share our faith with other people whenever the opportunity arises. 
 

So to close: two questions 
Do you know what you believe? Is your life based on certainties that will 

bring you to eternal life? And does the life you are living show what you 
believe in the way that you value and care for other people and in the 

things you make your priorities? It is too easy to know that God loves us 
and to make a commitment to him and yet to walk on by when we see a 

beggar sitting in the gutter. Does our faith make an actual difference to 
the way we live and the choices we make? 

 
And: are you sharing your faith with your family and friends so that they 

know the choices that are to be made? 

 

 

 

 
 


