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Introduction 
You might not think it to look at me but I possess untold 
wealth; something absolutely priceless; the secret of wisdom; 
and more than that the sort of wisdom that gives the secret of 
eternal life. Imagine if I could package and sell it, I could make 
my fortune. Wisdom and life are things that are important to 
most of us….. I could be onto a real money maker here. 
 
In fact the secret has been packaged and is on sale  … yes, 
you’ve guessed it. It’s the Bible. One of the saddest things 

though is that despite it being the bestselling book of all time it 
is largely ignored by the majority of the world’s population, 
who consider the Bible to be irrelevant to them – and worse 
than that refuse to listen to it and seek alternative answers to 
‘life, the universe and everything’. 
 
St Paul says this about the Bible, ‘The Holy Scriptures are able 
to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith is 
Christ’. This book holds the secret of wisdom and of salvation – 
a remarkable claim. And why? ‘Because all scripture is God 
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that all God’s people may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work’. 
 
What does Paul mean by saying that all scripture is ‘God – 
breathed’ – or inspired by God? First of all what does he mean 
when he talks about ‘all scripture’? The Bible we have today did 
not exist in this form until the later part of the second century. 
When Paul was writing this letter to Timothy the majority of the 
New Testament had been written but had certainly not been 
put together. The early Christians had the books of the law and 
the prophets – the Jewish books of scripture; what we know as 
the Old Testament. They would also have had Jesus’ doings 

and sayings passed on in verbal form and in written form. And 
they would have had the letters that Paul and the other 
Apostles wrote to various churches and individuals. 
 
How much of this did Paul mean when he talked about the Holy 
Scriptures – which literally means ‘The Holy writings’? He puts 
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an emphasis on the word Holy or sacred which gives the 
impression that there were other and competing writings that 
didn’t fall into the category of Holy Writings. So what does? Is 
the Bible as we have it today all Holy Scriptures or are there 
less important parts that we can ignore or put less emphasis 
on? 
 
I would say that all of it is Holy Scripture and all of it has been 
inspired, breathed by God. Paul never actually calls his epistles 
scripture but he gets very close to it. He directs that his letters 

should be read publicly in Christian Assemblies, probably 
alongside readings from the Old Testament. He claimed to 
speak in the name and with the authority of Christ. He calls his 
message ‘the word of God’. He says that in communicating to 
others what God has revealed to him he ‘uses words not taught 
to him by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit’, which 
seems to be claiming that his letters are ‘God breathed’.  
 
Peter clearly regarded Paul’s letters as scripture because when 
he talks about them he calls the Old Testament the ‘other 
scriptures’. (2 Peter 2:3:15f). It also looks as if Paul envisaged 

a supplement  to the Old Testament because in his first letter 
to Timothy when talking about scripture he quotes both from 
the Old Testament (The book of Deuteronomy) and  from a 
saying of Jesus which is recorded in Luke’s Gospel. 
 
Paul’s definition of ‘all scripture’ is that it is inspired by God. A 
better translation of that would probably be that it is ‘expired 
by God’. Not that scripture itself or its human authors were 
breathed into by God, but that scripture was breathed out by 
God. It was itself brought into existence by the breath or Spirit 
of God. Peter says, ‘the human authors moved by the spirit 
spoke from God.’ We don’t know what the process of 

inspiration is exactly but it is clear from many passages in the 
Bible that as God spoke through human beings he did not 
destroy the individuality of the writers or do it without their 
cooperation. The result is that we have a marvelous collection 
of writings of different styles and types but all inspired by God. 
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It originated in God’s mind and was communicated from God’s 
mouth by God’s breath or Spirit to us through the pens of 
human writers. Holy Scripture is different from other writings in 
that it is able, as its supreme function, to make its reader wise; 
not just the possessors of knowledge but with access to 
salvation. 
 
Paul tells us that all scripture is not only inspired by God but 
that it is useful to us. Or perhaps a better way of putting it 
would be it is profitable. Scripture is able to instruct us for 

salvation. Its purpose is not to teach us facts of science or life, 
such as the nature of moon-rock, or the precise facts of 
creation because we can discover these things for ourselves by 
our own empirical investigations. But it teaches us the facts of 
salvation, which no amount of exploration can discover but 
only God can reveal. 
 
It’s important to understand this when reading the Bible, 
because otherwise we can make mistaken judgements about 
its reliability and authority. The Bible is not a scientific treatise, 
it is not even a history book. Its purpose is to unfold the divine 

scheme of salvation. A good example of this is found in the 
historical writings of the Bible. 2 Chronicles gives an account of 
a King called Omri. In worldly terms Omri was a good ruler and 
a wise statesman. He built up his kingdom, extended the 
borders and maintained peace. Secular sources of the time 
mark him out as a good ruler but the Biblical writers, because 
he condoned pagan worship and didn’t give his subjects a 
spiritual example, called him a bad king. This doesn’t mean 
that the Bible is inaccurate or misleading.  It means that we 
need to know the standards by which God judges and why in 
God’s eyes this man would be regarded as a bad king. People 
make the mistake of reading the Bible as if it was history or 

science. It is not. It is part of God’s revelation of himself to 
humanity. The whole Bible unfolds God’s scheme of salvation. 
 
It tells us of mankind’s creation in God’s image, his fall through 
disobedience into sin and under judgement. God’s continuing 
love for us despite our rebellion; God’s eternal plan to save 
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mankind through his covenant of grace – his commitment to 
his chosen people, culminating in the coming of Christ. The 
coming of the savior to bear our sin, was raised from death, 
exalted to heaven and sent the Holy Spirit. It tells us of our 
rescue, first from guilt and alienation, then from bondage to sin 
and finally from death itself. None of these things would have 
been known if God had not revealed them to us through the 
Bible, his word to us. Calvin said this, “The Bible contains the 
perfect rule of a good and happy life”. 
 

More particularly the Bible, not only shows God’s plan for us, 
but it shows us how to realise it, to obtain salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ. The Bible focuses its attention on Christ. 
The Old Testament foretells his coming and gives us repeated 
glimpses of who he is and what he will do. The Gospels tell us 
of his birth and life, his words and work, his death and 
resurrection. The Acts of the Apostles describe what Jesus 
continued to do and teach through his chosen Apostles. The 
Epistles show the full glory of his person and work; who he was 
and what he did and does for us, and apply that to the life of 
the Christian and the Church. They show us the implications  

and effects of Christ’s ministry in our lives. The Revelation 
shows Christ sharing the Throne of God now, and coming soon 
to complete the salvation and judgement of mankind. This 
comprehensive picture of Jesus is intended to evoke a response 
– our faith in him, that we may believe and trust in him, and 
through that faith be saved. 
 
The usefulness of scripture relates both to our creed – or what 
we believe and to our conduct or behavior. As the New English 
Bible puts it, Regarding what we believe scripture is “profitable 
for teaching the truth and refuting error”, with regard to our 
behavior it is profitable for “reformation of manners and 

discipline in right living”. There is a balance between the 
negative and positive aspects of the Bible’s work. 
 
It shows us what the truth is and helps us to avoid falling into 
wrong ways of thinking, it shows us what behaviour is wrong 
and guides us as to who we can become righteous. If we want 
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to overcome evil and grow in holiness we must turn to 
scripture, we must, in the words of the collect, “read, mark 
learn and inwardly digest it”; because it is profitable for these 
things. The Bible is the chief means that God uses to bring his 
children to maturity. If we want to grow as Christians we need 
to take the Bible seriously. We need to read it at home by 
ourselves, seek to understand what it is teaching us and apply 
that to our lives, to the way we think and the way we behave. 
 
This letter was written by Paul shortly before he died. It 

contains his last instructions to Timothy his young protégé. He 
is anxious to pass on to Timothy all the encouragement and 
instructions he will need in order to carry on the apostle’s 
work. Paulk gives Timothy a solemn charge to preach the 
Gospel. There is an urgency in it that is very striking. “Be 
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke, 
encourage.” Paul knows that the Gospel, the Good News 
contained in the scriptures is the most precious thing we have 
as Christians. It corrects us, rebukes us, and encourages us. As 
Timothy preaches the Gospel he too must correct, rebuke and 
encourage. 

 
Paul warns Timothy that the times he is living in will be 
difficult. People will not want to listen to the Truth. Paul says 
this, “They will not endure sound teaching … but accumulate 
teachers to suit their own liking (v3). They will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander into myths (v4) Paul warns 
that people will not be able to stand the truth and will refuse to 
listen to it. Instead they will find teachers that will endorse 
their ideas and encourage the error of their thinking and living. 
They will turn aside to myths he says. Strong words, but no 
less than the truth and we see it today with people seeking 
spiritual answers but looking in the wrong places. 

 
The words Paul uses are very descriptive and show what he 
means very clearly. The word ‘ears’ is used several times. He 
talks about people with ‘itchy ears’; people with an itch for 
novelty: The sort of curiosity which looks for interesting and 
spicy bits of information that wants new things. This itching is 
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relieved by the message of new teachers, by preachers who tell 
them what they want to hear. The phrase Paul uses when he 
says they will turn their ears away from the truth literally 
means ‘they will stop their ears’. It is the same phrase used in 
the Acts of the Apostles to describe the behavior of the chief 
priests and leaders of the people when they heard Stephen 
preaching the Gospel. They stopped their ears and ran yelling 
at the tops of their voices. 
 
The truth is offensive. Much of what the Bible tells us about 

ourselves and what God expects of us can be very difficult to 
hear and the temptation is just not to listen to the bits we don’t 
like and to adopt the teachings that suit us. I find that one of 
the most difficult pressures I face is the temptation, when 
preaching and talking to people about the Gospel to water 
down the message of the Bible and to feed them half-truths 
and fantasies, ‘myths’ that they can accept. 
 
This would be fatal and more than that it would be very 
dishonest of me. Paul, in his letter to the Romans said this, “I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God 

for the salvation of everyone who believes.” The Gospel has the 
power to save us and bring us to faith in God, if we water it 
down and dilute it, if we select only those parts we are happy 
with we are cheating ourselves and we are cheating others. If 
we do that we will find that the Gospel which we preach has no 
power. It will not make us wise and it will not bring us to 
salvation. 
 
 
 
 
 


