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Address 

When I was the age of Samuel George and Nelly who so beautifully read for us at the War 

Memorial this morning, the end of the Second World War was only somewhere between 20 and 

25 years ago. My parents had experienced living in wartime during the Second World War and 

my grandparents had experience the First World War.  Now some 50 or so years later the vast 

majority of us have not lived in a country where war is happening on their doorstep.  I rather 

suspect that means we look at conflicts in a very different way than did my parents and my 

grandparents. 

 

We have all been horrified by the reports from the Ukraine.  This, for us, is living war in a 

different way.  Our experiences are based on what we see on the television, what we read on 

social media and what we have learned from those people who have fled from the Ukraine to 

live among us.  But we are looking at a war from outside so we can hardly begin to understand 

what it must be like. 

It is also important that we remember what went on and is recorded in the Bible before Jesus 

came among us.  The Old Testament of the Bible is full of quite graphic descriptions of conflicts, 

of wars, and it is all too easy to dismiss that as irrelevant ancient history.  But in many of those 

conflicts God appeared to be on one side or the other.  Very clearly our first reading this 

morning is one of those occasions.  The important thing to realise is that violent conflict would 

never have been God’s first choice but in those days that was the only way that disagreement 

was resolved - by one side winning a battle against another.   

Our reading tells us about a battle between the Amalekites and the Israelites.  The Israelites 

were God’s chosen people and it wasn't that God didn't love all the other people of the world: 

he wanted them to join the Israelites, but I guess they just didn't understand that.  So in the 

conflict we're looking at God’s chosen people the Israelites being attacked by the Amalekites 

and we have this wonderful picture of Moses standing on top of a hill with the staff of God in his 

hands and every time that Moses held up his hands with this staff of God in it the Israelites were 

winning as Moses was praying to God asking for his help.  And when Moses’ hands grew tired 

and he was dropping his hands so he was not praying any longer God’s chosen people were 

losing.  So we had a team effort with Aaron and Hur holding Moses’ hands up so that between 

them the three of them continuously prayed to God and God answered those prayers.  To me 

this is an example not so much as to how to win a war because I believe that these days the 

intention of God through his son Jesus Christ is that the whole world should be his chosen 

people.  That's not the point here.  The point is when we want God’s help we must pray. 

I’m going to pause there for a moment and invite you to listen to a song.  It's a song whose 

words tackle these sorts of issues.  It's a song of real optimism.  If you want to follow them the 

words of the song are in the order of service. 

Play song 
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There's a lot of pain but a lot more healing 
There's a lot of trouble but a lot more peace 
There's a lot of hate but a lot more loving 
There's a lot of sin but a lot more grace 
 
Oh, outrageous grace, oh, outrageous grace 
Love unfurled by Heaven's hand 
Oh, outrageous grace, oh, outrageous grace 
Through my Jesus I can stand 
 
There's of fear but a lot more freedom 
There's a lot of darkness but a lot more life 
There's a lot of cloud but a lot morе vision 
There's a lot of perishing but a lot morе life 
 
Oh, outrageous grace…  
 
There's an enemy that seeks to kill 
What He can't control 
It twists and turns 
Making mountains out of molehills 
But I will call my Lord 
Who is worthy of praise 
I run to Him and I am saved 
 
Oh, outrageous grace … 
Godfrey Birtill 
 

Our second reading that Bobby read to us takes us beyond the words of that song.  That song 

was talking about the love that God gives us willingly and freely, that outrageous grace, and the 

reading from John chapter 15 takes that a step further and says this is what you must show to 

each other.   

 

The verse which says, ‘greater love has no one than this to lay down one's life for one's friends’ 

can often be interpreted as that ultimate act when you would die for your friends, but you can 

lay down your life for your friends in so many different ways.  If you are aware of someone who 

doesn't have a meal and you abandoned what you're going to do that day so you can prepare a 

meal for them and take it to them, that is laying down your life today for your friends - or even if 

the person isn't a friend but someone you are just aware of, by taking that meal they become a 

friend.  The relationship between Jesus and his disciples is talked about here as well, when he 

says I no longer call you servants because a servant does not know his master’s business.  

Instead I have called you friends for everything that I learnt from my father I have made known 

to you.  As we help other people we are showing them that friendship which Jesus was showing 

his disciples. 



Readings: Exodus 17: 8-13 Title: “Friends” St George’s Thriplow 
John 15: 9-17 

Day: Remembrance Sunday 
  Date: 13th November 2022 

 

Today we are remembering those people who have literally laid down their lives for their friends 

in times of war not just in the First World War or the Second World War but since then in the 

conflicts that the armed forces of this country took part in, over 7,000 people have died in 

service to their country since WW2.  So we remember them and we give thanks for them and 

we should learn from their example.  As we go from this place today let us remember that all 

things are possible with the help of God which was shown in our first reading, and that we can 

lay down our lives for our friends in new ways which we learned from our second reading; and 

that we must do these things because of our friendship with Jesus.  Amen 


