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Introduction 

It is just under two months since an historic event occurred. For the first 

time in most of our lives the United Kingdom has a king. When King 
Charles ascended to the throne people, journalists and commentators 

were watching to see what sort of king he would be. Would he promote 
some of the things he was passionate about as the prince of Wales? 

Would he continue in the Queen’s footsteps? Would he modernise the 
monarchy, make things simpler?  What sort of a King was he going to be?  

 

If I were King I would….. 

 

Three sorts of King:  

What sorts of king are being described here? 

I am King so I have ten palaces, fifteen smart cars and I have a ten 

course meal every night on Gold plate 
Greedy 

 
This is how it is going to be and if you don’t do as I say I will take away 

your freedom and punish you 
Tyrannical 

 
I am King but I am not really sure how to rule so I am swayed by advice 

from other people 
Weak 

 
Greedy 

Bossy or tyrannical 
Weak 

 
 

The promised King    
Long ago God promised a king to rule his people and that King is 

described in our scripture reading. So let’s look at what it says in Isaiah 
11 

 
He will be from David’s family 

 
He will be filled with God’s Spirit 

In the Old Testament we see that God fills people with his spirit for 
special tasks   

e.g. Bezalal and Oholiab given skills and wisdom needed to build the 
Temple   



Readings The Promised King Thriplow and Shepreth 
Isaiah 10:33-11:9 
Luke 20:27-38 

2 
Yr  3rd before Advent  Date:  6.11.22 

       Gideon was filled with God’s spirit in order to help him lead the 

people of Israel to defeat the Midianites 
but there are also individuals who enjoy a permanent indwelling of God’s 

Spirit such as Moses, Joshua, David.  Isaiah describes the Messiah the 
coming king as the Spirit filled one. He will be filled with God’s presence 

and that will give him his other special qualities 
 

He will have wisdom and understanding 
These are things the King will need in order to govern and judge his 

people.  He will need to be wise in order to make right decisions and he 
will also need to have understanding - to be able to see to the heart of an 

issue and judge wisely. 
 

He will have the knowledge and skill to rule his people 
He will have the practical ability to devise a right course of action and the 

personal skill to see it through 
 

 
 

 
He will fear God and know his will 

He is someone who has a lifetime relationship with God  and  who knows 
what God’s will is in any situation - this comes from a close relationship  

with God and an ability to hear his voice speaking to him. 
 

His character shapes the way he rules:  i.e with righteousness and 
justice 

Principles of righteousness are applied in just decisions. He doesn’t favour 
the weak and needy above the rich and powerful but he gives full 

attention to their cause.  He is even-handed in his decisions and his 
actions. He  will rule his people with justice and integrity 

 
Living in the kingdom  

How would you feel living in the kingdom of   each of the three kings we 
have seen.   Greedy, tyrannical, weak 

 
Would those be perfectly happy, secure, peaceful places?   Why not? 

 
What about our real countries and world (with or without kings and 

Queens)   the trouble and scandal we have seen in our own Royal family, 
the scandal in successive governments over expenses, cash for peerages 

and other misbehaviour. The astonishing behaviour of our current 
Government and the real damage they have done to our country  The rise 

of extremism, The appalling terror attacks we are witnessing and the 
conflicts in  Africa and the middle and far east. The terrible war in Ukraine 

and its huge human and financial cost. The impact of climate change on 
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our daily lives and the real threat it is causing to many of the poorest 

countries. 
 

Is this what God intended for his world? 
 

The promised Kingdom  
Isaiah talked in his prophecies of light breaking in on a dark earth and  

illuminating  the people. He said this would happen as a result of the birth 
of the Messiah, the coming King. In this passage he is looking at things 

the other way round.  He foretells the Messiah coming forth like a bud 
and then, through him, new life for people becomes possible on a world 

wide scale and the life of nature itself is transformed. 
 

Verses 6-8 tell of three ways in which the promised King will transform  
and renew creation. 

 
First: V 6  The reconciliation of old hostilities 

The allaying of old fears. Predators and prey are reconciled - wolves and 
sheep, leopards and goats.  So secure is the peace that children will be 

able to exercise authority over them and care for them. 
 

Second: V7  There is a change of nature within the beasts 
themselves 

 
Cows and bears will eat the same food as will lions and oxen. There is 

also a change in the very order of things. All creatures will again be 
herbivores as they were at creation.  This speaks of Eden being restored. 

Life becoming what it was created to be. 
 

 
 

 
Third: V8  The curse is removed 

The enmity between the woman’s seed and the serpent is gone. Even a 
baby will not be harmed by a snake.   The devil will no longer be at war 

with us and we will no longer have the eternal struggle with sin and 
disobedience. 

 
The coming kingdom the new paradise is Mount Zion - a Zion which fills 

the whole earth. Peace, holiness and knowing the Lord ~ a relationship 
with God pervade everything. Isaiah’s vision shows peace security and 

justice with everyone knowing God. this is how God wants things to be.  
Jesus is the promised King. If we accept him as our king we become 

citizens of his kingdom. Safe and secure in his love, we get a glimpse, 
even now, of what is to come.  And we should also be giving those around 

us a glimpse of this kingdom we belong to.    
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Examples: Quality of relationships,  

 love we show to each other and to those who use us badly,  
 someone acting justly - even when difficult,  

 telling others about Jesus.      
 

Our king is a very different king from the kings this world is used to. 
When Jesus was brought before Pilate  for his judgement Pilate was 

confused about the nature of Jesus’ kingdom. He thought of it in terms of 
an earthly rule over an earthly kingdom.  Jesus tells him of a kingdom 

that is not of this world. Not of this world’s way of thinking and acting. If 
it were his disciples would be fighting to rescue him. But a kingdom of 

love cannot use force to gain its ends. It is  
love that will keep Jesus on his track and on the cross, not weakness or 

lack of power. The kingdom of Jesus is one that captures hearts and wills. 
 

Pilate didn’t understand this talk of other worldly kingdom and asks, “So 
you are a King?” To this Jesus cannot answer because of Pilate’s limited 

idea of kingship which involves power used to force people and to control 
people. Jesus has changed the whole idea of kingship by becoming the 

Servant King, and the Suffering Servant at that. Our terms are too limited 
when it comes to describing the majesty of Jesus. 

 
At our PCC morning together yesterday we thought about Jesus’ 

‘manifesto’ proclaimed in the synagogue at the beginning of his ministry 
reading also from the prophet Isaiah 

 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight 

for the blind to set the oppressed free 19     to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favour.”[f] 

 
Jesus came to earth to bring us life in all its fullness.  This is something 

that we don’t always see but catch glimpses of. Jesus’ rule isn’t yet fully 
established on earth.  It is our mission to help spread it and to live in his 

Kingdom and proclaim his kingdom. 
 

Have we allowed Jesus to be our King? Do we seek to let him rule in our 
hearts and wills, or do we let other powers and events rule our lives? Let 

us pray  
 

 
earnestly: Your kingdom come, your will be done in us as it is in heaven. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25083f

