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Introduction 

When I was nursing I worked in a hospice for a couple of years 

and there noticed the determination of the human spirit and 

the power of the human will. Again and again very sick people 

would hang on to life until a milestone had been achieved, a 

child married or grandchild born. There was one particular lady 

in her fifties with no family who had a very virulent advanced 

cancer. She clearly hadn't much longer to live but she was a 

very determined lady. She set herself a goal which was to be 

able to take part in and enjoy the Guy Fawkes celebrations we 

were holding. She enjoyed the firework display, the hot soup 

and sausages we served took her evening medication went to 

bed, slipped into a coma and died within twenty four hours. 

She had achieved everything she wanted to, had had a good 

time with her friends and allowed herself to die. 

This is the sentiment behind Simeon's song recorded here in 

Luke's Gospel. God had told him that he would not die before 

he had seen the promised Messiah. Directed by a prompting 

from the Holy Spirit he went to the Temple courts and there 

found a young country couple with their tiny baby bringing 

him, as was the custom in Jewish Law, to be presented to God. 

The first born son belonged to God but the Levites the priests 

had taken on this role and the Jewish people would buy back, 

or redeem their oldest Son by bringing an offering of a pair of 

doves to be sacrificed to God. They would then present the 

child to the older rabbis present to be blessed.  

So it was that Simeon, following God's prompting found himself 

presented by the promised Messiah. He recognised that this 

was the promised Saviour and responded in Joyful Praise and 

then uttered a prophecy which must have caused Mary and 

great dismay. The joy of his prayer is in stark contrast to the 
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warning of the prophecy. He told Mary that the promised 

Messiah, the instrument of Israel's glory and salvation would 

cause division and be rejected by many in Israel. 

This is where the concept of a suffering Messiah first appears in 

the New Testament, though we have glimpses of it through the 

Old Testament. Simeon tells Mary that her son, Jesus will be 

attacked for the kind of redemption that he represents. He will 

not be welcomed by all and this will bring anguish to Mary but 

through their opposition to the promised  

 

 

Saviour people will be brought to a decision which will uncover 

their hidden selves, their real selves. The way people respond 

to this saviour will show what their fundamental attitude to God 

is. Are they open to God's guidance and Lordship or are they 

rebellious and unreceptive to his overtures. 

The theme of the suffering Saviour is echoed in our reading 

from Hebrews where we are told that Jesus came to liberate 

human beings and in order to do so he identified fully with our 

humanity. 

No rescue operation can be carried out successfully without 

someone being prepared to brave the dangers and go in to 

share the conditions of those who need rescuing; only by being 

this close can the rescuer bring the trapped to freedom. If 

someone is drowning it is no good simply throwing them a life 

belt and standing on shore issuing instructions to them, if 

someone is buried in an earthquake you cannot dig them out 

unless you crawl into the rubble as well. 

In the same way when we are in difficulties it is no good 

shouting from a distance because someone feeling drowned by  
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sadness or guilt or evil can’t do what you are shouting at them 

to do even if they wanted to. 

We can’t rescue ourselves; only God can set us free by 

accepting us, loving us and forgiving us.  So instead of being a 

long way off and telling us what to do God came in person to 

rescue us.   

That’s what happened at Christmas - God came to live among 

us in the person of Jesus. He was born into our familiar world 

of ruthless ambition, cruelty and despair, of rejection and 

wandering, of isolation and fear.  God doesn’t hold himself 

remote from our sufferings but is part of them, prepared to 

share with us the vulnerability of a baby refugee, bundled up in 

the night and taken off to a strange country in a life and death 

situation. It is God’s willingness to be utterly immanent that 

means that we really can trust him through the searing pain of 

life as well as its light and comfortable times. 

The name Jesus means Saviour and according to the writer to 

the Hebrews his mission is an urgent necessity, it is also an 

accomplished fact and a continuing process. 

It is an urgent necessity because human beings are the 

terrified victims of sin, death and the devil. We are told, " Since 

the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him 

who holds the power of death – that is, the devil –  and free 

those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 

death"  If I were to take my phone out into our villages to 

record voice notes and ask people what things they are most 

afraid of death would come pretty high up the list. That is 

because we all know that our ultimate destination in life is 

death. No matter how happy or difficult our lives are they will  
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all end in the same way - we will die and be no longer. The 

thought that this life is all we have is a sobering thought and it 

brings fear. Equally the thought that at death our lives will be 

judged is hard to face and brings even more fear. 

Sin is a hostile, destructive, inward power which will always 
prevent us from being the people we might genuinely want to 
be. St Paul expresses our battle with sine so well in his letter to 
the Christians in Rome. He says this, "  So I find this law at 

work: although I want to do good, evil is right there with 
me.  For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;  but I see 
another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within 
me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body that is subject to death?  Thanks be to God, who delivers 
me through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

To meet our need of cleansing and releasing from the sin that 
holds us captive Jesus came as a priest to offer himself as a 

sacrifice for us. 

The direct result and inevitable fruit of sin is death and human 
beings are haunted by its threat. Throughout our lives because 
of our fear of death we are held captive. By taking our nature 
and dealing with this tyranny Jesus deals effectively and for all 
time with the hold death has over our lives. Jesus has done this 
by defeating the devil, the one who continually makes use of 
our guilt and fear to lead us astray. 

Our rescue, our liberation from sin and guilt and death is an 
accomplished fact. How is it then, you might ask, that we still 
struggle with sin and guilt and fear, that our world is less than 
perfect how can that be if Jesus defeated the devil when he 
died on the cross for us? Imagine you were a post man who 
needed to deliver mail to a house where there was a large, 
vicious, terrifying dog. You might justifiably be afraid of 
walking up the path.  However, if you saw that the dog was  
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firmly tethered to a strong stake driven into the ground you 
would be able to walk up to the house with confidence 
unafraid. Jesus died to free us from slavery to sin. The devil is 
defeated but not yet totally destroyed. That will not happen 
until the end times. However he is like a chained dog and we 
can live with confidence and without fear if we keep our eyes 
on the strong stake and not be dominated by the fearful beast. 

Jesus is the promised saviour whose coming Simeon and Anna 
greeted with such joy and thankfulness however our rescue is a 
continuing process where the benefits that Jesus died to win for 
us need to be appropriated. We need to receive God's 
forgiveness and friendship offered to us and we need to apply 
the blessings he has won in our daily lives.  


