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Introduction 
I wonder can I ask you to think for a moment. “Who are your heroes?”  Is 

there someone who you very much admire and would love to meet?  Of 
course, some of the people we admire are from history but is there 

someone today you admire and would love to meet? They might be film 
star an actor, musician, sports star. They may even be someone who isn’t 

famous but who you look up to.  Who are they?  Why? 
 

Has anyone here met one of their heroes? Tell us about it. 
 

Did it change the way you think about them? What benefit did you receive 
from meeting them? 

 

When I was in my teens I was quite a good swimmer and represented my 
school at county and regional level. I loved swimming and always 

watched the Olympics and commonwealth games to see my heroes 
perform. I well remember the 1976 Olympic games in Canada. I had just 

started nursing and was on night duty and the ward televisions showed 
the enormous success of an American swimmer called Mark Spitz. But 

there was also a British swimmer called Duncan Goodhew who won 
bronze in the 100 metre breaststroke and who later went on in 1980 to 

win Gold at the Moscow Olympics at the same event. In 2012 in the run 
up to the Olympics the school where I was chair of governors in Hackney 

took part in swimming schemes around the event.  I was extremely 
privileged to meet Sebastian Coe, Duncan Goodhew and Steve Parry who 

had won bronze in the 200 metre butterfly at the Athens Olympics. 
 

It was a joy just to be in the same room as them and more so when 

Duncan Goodhew spent  15minutes chatting to me about swimming. 
Steve Parry went further and was part of the scheme teaching our 

children to swim and we had sessions in the Olympic Pool where they 
learned to love the water and achieve a skill that would last them forever. 

 
I knew quite a lot about these people before I met them but spending 

time with them, speaking to them and hearing what they thought and 
said was transforming. 

 
In our Bible reading we heard about some people who were looking 

forward to the coming of God’s promised savior, they followed John the 
Baptist and were learning from him but when John pointed out the 

promised savior their only thought was to meet him for themselves. So 
they followed him.  Just put yourself in their shoes. Think for a moment 

how they would have felt. This is the person you were longing to meet 

and they had been pointed out to you – so you follow them.  Why? What 
would you be hoping for? 
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Then they turn round and ask you, “What do you want?”  Imagine the 
embarrassment – and yet excitement. So you reply, “Where do you live?” 

a reasonable, yet intrusive question. It is good to know where people live 
but in following them home we are invading their privacy. Yet Jesus’s 

response was to say , Come and see!”  Come with me, come and join me, 
come and meet me properly. What a wonderful opportunity. 

 
And when they had met him and spent time with him they were bursting 

with excitement. Spending time with him had showed them how special 
he was, it had enabled them to realise that he was God’s promised 

saviour;  And, knowing that, their first instinct was to tell someone else. 
They rushed home, Andrew to tell his brother and Philip to tell his friend. 

We have met the Messiah.   

 
A couple of years ago at Foxton one of the guests at a Baptism was a 

successful Welsh Rugby Player Jonathan Davies. He introduced himself to 
me and shook my hand and we chatted about the world cup. My response 

was to tell everyone I met that day, “I’ve just shaken Jonathan Davies’ 
hand!” 

 
When we meet someone special we want to tell other people but more 

than that we want them to meet them too. If we have a favourite pop 
singer we want to introduce people around us to their music, If we have a 

favourite sports person or team we tell others about them and their 
achievements and even, if given the opportunity take them with us to see 

them perform.  
 

It has been a joy to me to note that in the past few years new people 

have come to our churches and begun to worship with us and the 
interesting thing is that although some have simply come along to find 

out what our churches are like others have responded to contact with 
church members and the relationships they have built with them. 

 
Our reading teaches us about how we share the Good news about Jesus 

and how people come to believe and trust in him. John the Baptist saw 
and recognized Jesus. When he baptised him he saw God’s Spirit descend 

upon Jesus and recognised him as the promised Messiah, he told others 
what he had seen and proclaimed Jesus for who he was.   John’s disciples 

believed what John told them and sought Jesus out to learn more of him. 
It was the testimony of an eyewitness that helped them to recognise 

Jesus. 
 

The Gospels are our testimony from the eyewitnesses. The accounts of 

Jesus’ life are written by people who lived with Jesus, who saw what he 
did and heard what he said, who saw his death and resurrection and who 

recognised him as saviour. The Old Testament is also testimony to Jesus. 
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It tells us that in the title: ‘Testament’  - a written testimony.   Jesus said, 
“The scriptures bear witness to me” and the scriptures he was referring to 

were what we call the Old Testament - the law and the prophets. 
 

Andrew and his friend heard John the Baptist’s testimony to who Jesus 
was and then followed him and actually met him and spent a day with 

him to experience for themselves whether or not what John said was true.   
They wanted to know where they could find him so they could listen to his 

teaching, but also where we live shows much of who we are. Our homes 
tell a lot about us and when we meet people in their own environment   

we learn more about them. 
 

Jesus’ response was “Come and see”.  Come and find out for yourself.  

After spending a day with Jesus Andrew was convinced that he was the 
Messiah they had been waiting for, though not understanding fully what 

that meant.  His response was to bring his brother to Jesus so that he too 
could meet him. 

The theologian and writer John Stott tells a story of how years ago he 
taught on this passage as part of a series of lessons on John’s Gospel in 

the Children’s Church they were running at All Soul’s, Langham Place. At 
the end of the term they set an exam paper to find out what the children 

had learned.  Amongst the factual questions they added one that said, 
“Andrew brought Simon to Jesus, Philip brought Nathaniel, who have you 

brought? One little girl called Jilly wrote “I brought myself”  …… ….  And 
she is right. We cannot bring others to  Jesus unless we have brought 

ourselves to him and experienced his love and forgiveness for ourselves.   
 

So in coming to faith in Jesus Christ we need the testimony of those who 

saw and lived with Jesus and we need to experience him, his love and 
forgiveness for ourselves.   But for a life of faith that is not enough. 

Something else is needed.   
 

Our faith needs to be living and growing and changing us. If we base our 
Christian lives on an experience of Jesus at one point in time and simply 

look back and remember it we will not grow as Christians.  More than that 
our faith will be empty and will shrivel and eventually die. Our faith in 

Christ has to be based on an ongoing experience of him and of how he is 
changing us.   

 
There’s no point in looking back to good times when we really 

experienced God working in our lives and in our church. We have to be 
looking to see where he is working now and  allow him to use us and work 

through us in that way. 

 
Jesus talked about change when he met Peter. He changed Peter’s name 

to describe who he would become – a rock. 
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We began by thinking about our heroes and why we would like to meet 

them. Meeting someone special can change us. We see that it did that for 
Philip and Andrew and Peter and I pray that we increasingly get to know 

Jesus and see him working in our lives. 

 

 

 

 


